
COMMITMENT 
Friends of Mother Marie-Leonie-Paradis 

 
Before beginning the subject of Mother Marie-Leonie Paradis’ spirituality, it is 
entirely appropriate to situate her in the following of Christ Jesus.  It is the figure 
of Christ the Servant, faithful and loving the Father’s will, that fascinated Mother 
Marie-Leonie's heart, her thoughts and actions. 
The call to make her better known is becoming more and more urgent so that 
others may be stimulated by her great faith and also called to implement her 
apostolic charism, still relevant today: support for the ministry of priests and the 
needs of the Church.  She needs everyone, wherever we are, to keep current the 
popular name that people have given her: “Mother of all necessities”.  From an 
early age she was fascinated by Jesus in the Eucharist and her family roots deeply 
formed values that were updated throughout her life.  She demonstrated much 
faith, hope and love for God the Father.  She believed in his tenderness and mercy, 
relying only on his providence.  She believed in Jesus, son of God, incarnate and 
savior through his death and resurrection; through her eyes of faith, she saw him 
living in all people and creation.  That's why she helped all the people she met.  
She believed in the Holy Spirit, paying attention to and welcoming the loving will 
of God.  She believed in the Church founded by Jesus, whose needs she saw to 
proclaim the Gospel.  She pledged to support it by praying for the 
fruitfulness of the ministry of its ordained members and by taking part in the 
organization of the places where they lived, thus freeing them from certain worries.   
The spiritual and material support of priests is an immense field of action and can 
be practiced in many forms. 
Welcome to all of you. 
 
Formation 
- Ongoing formation will be sent by the Centre Marie-Leonie quarterly by mail or 
internet.  It will cover three months to support formation through meditation on the 
Word of God and the spirituality of Mother Marie-Leonie. 
 
Admission 
The usual admission procedure is: 
- to complete the registration form provided by the Centre Marie-Leonie-Paradis; 
- to pray for the needs of the Church, especially for priests; 
-  to pray and to make Mother Marie-Leonie known; 
- to make a commitment in the Christian community, according to one’s 
possibilities. 
 
What is the group? 



The group of the Friends of Mother Marie-Leonie-Paradis is composed of 
people who want to journey in their hope in God, inspired by the faith, trust, 
abandonment and ecclesial service lived by Blessed Marie-Leonie. 
 
The group is intended to be a place: 
- of taking time, daily if possible, to meditate the Word of God and the spirituality 
of Mother Marie-Leonie; 
- of daily prayer for priests, future priests and for the needs of humanity; 
- of encouragement, by sharing difficulties and sorrows, by praying for one 
another; 
- of thanksgiving, by making known all the benefits received from God, through 
the intercession of Mother Marie-Leonie, in the quarterly bulletin; 
- of inspiration and action, for concrete action in our respective surroundings. 
 
What are the commitments of the Friends of Mother Marie-Leonie-Paradis? 
- mainly to deepen their faith by reading, meditating and praying the Word of God; 
- to pray daily for the needs of the Church and to take time to worship, according 
to one’s possibilities; 
- to live the spirituality of Mother Marie-Leonie; 
- to honor Mary, to pray to her every day, giving priority to the rosary; 
- to pray to the Holy Family of Nazareth and to live the same values in human and 
family relationships; 
- to better live the call of the Christian vocation to holiness; 
- to fulfill the mission of evangelization through community involvement 
in their parish according to one’s capacities, while respecting their current 
commitments and remaining in their own state of life; 
- to care for and help the disadvantaged. 
 
What are the advantages of being part of this group? 
- to have a monthly follow-up, proposed by the Centre's staff, to help pray and 
to deepen the Word of God; 
- to ensure prayerful support of all the members of the group, in order to walk  
together in faith and apostolic mission; 
- to deepen the spirituality of Mother Marie-Leonie Paradis; 
- to receive the benefits of a mass every three months for the intentions of the 
Friends by the Institute of the Little Sisters of the Holy Family; 
- to guarantee daily prayer support by all the religious of the Institute of the 
Little Sisters of the Holy Family. 
 
Links with the Institute of the Little Sisters of the Holy Family 
The commitment to the group of the Friends Mother Marie-Leonie-Paradis creates 



a spiritual link with the Institute of the Little Sisters of the Holy Family, without 
reciprocal obligation at the legal, financial and canonical levels. 
Friends are not members of the Institute and do not participate in its community 
life.  They are in communion of prayer and friendship sharing the same 
spiritual heritage. 
 
Important celebrations concerning the life of Mother Marie-Leonie: 
 
Birth: May 12, 1840 
 
Death: May 3, 1912 
 
Foundation of the Institute: May 31, 1880 
 
Venerability: January 31, 1981 
 
Beatification: September 11, 1984 
 


